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purpose of this history however, we might regard the Mus-
lims as one homogeneous community.
The spirit of Islam in the early days, when the ferocious
and fanatical Turks had not yet been converted, is well
represented in the following words of Abu Bekr, the first
Caliph, cited by Gibbon :
" In the name of the most merciful God, to the rest of the true
believers. Health and happiness, and the mercy and blessing
of God be upon you. This is to acquaint you that I intend to-
send the true believers into Syria to take it out of the hands of.
the infidels. And I would have you know that the fighting for
religion is an act of obedience to God.
'* Remember that you are always in the presence of God, on the-
verge of death, in the assurance of judgment, and the hope of
paradise. Avoid injustice and oppression ; consult with your
brethren, and study to preserve the love and confidence of your
troops. When you fight the battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves
like men, without turning your backs; but let not your victory
be stained with the blood of women or children. Destroy no-
palm-trees, nor burn any fields of com. Cut down no fruit-trees,,
nor do any mischief to cattle, only such as you kill to eat. Whea
you make any covenant or article, stand to it, and be as good
as your word. As you go on, you will find some religious persons
who live retired in monasteries, and propose to themselves to-
serve God that way: let them alone, and neither kill them nor
destroy their monasteries : and you will find another sort of
people, that belong to the synagogue of Satan, who have shaven:
crowns : be sure you cleave their skulls, and give them no quarter
till they either turn Mohammedans or pay tribute."
With the conversion of the Turks and other savage peoplesr
Islam tended to follow more and more the closing part of
this message rather than its nobler portions. The tribute ex-
acted from the infidels was called the Jixiya. The Jews and1
the Christians were treated with consideration as * the people
of the Bookf as Muhammad drew much of his own theology
from their traditions. "We believe in God", declares the

